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What does recognition mean?

Acknowledging efforts in three key 
areas: curriculum integration, project 
implementation and research outputs.  

Recognition takes two different forms: 

• at national level, institutions receive a 
national label for each area 

• at European level, an award recognises 
the most active ITE institution in 
eTwinning. 
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Important things to keep in mind

The application must be submitted by a teacher educator 
working in an ITE institution.

Applicants must provide a complete, signed and stamped Declaration 
of Honour.

The application must refer to activities and outputs completed 
within the last two academic years, between September of year X 
and May of year X+2 (e.g. September 2024 until May 2026).



5

Recognition framework

Curriculum 
integration

Project 
implementation

Research 
outputs
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Applicant’s details
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Applicant’s details
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Profile of the initial teacher education 
institution
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Profile of the initial teacher education 
institution
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Curriculum integration

This area includes any action that the teacher educator has taken to share and 
inform about its commitment, include/integrate eTwinning in the curriculum 
and to support and strengthen student teachers’ competencies through 
national and international collaboration



11

Curriculum integration – criterion 1 

Criterion 1: Commitment by the teacher educator of the ITE institution: includes 
any action that the teacher educator has taken to share and inform about his/her 
commitment to “eTwinning for future teachers”. 

Indicative evidence: certificates of attendance or certificates of participation in 
eTwinning event/training organised by an NSO and/or the Central Support Service, 
eTwinning logo/reference on the ITE institution’s website.
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Criterion 1

Differences are based on the 
type of participation
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Criterion 2: Integration in the initial teacher education curriculum: includes the 
action(s) that the teacher educator has taken to integrate eTwinning in the initial 
teacher education curriculum. 

Indicative evidence: proof of organising and delivering teaching sessions on 
eTwinning (e.g. announcement on the ITE/faculty website, copy of the official 
course syllabus and/or any other proof that shows that eTwinning has been 
included in the curriculum).

Curriculum integration – criterion 2 
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Criterion 2

Differences are based on the 
number of teaching sessions
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Criterion 3: Collaboration with other eTwinning actors: includes any action that 
the teacher educator has taken to support and strengthen student teachers’ 
competencies through national and international collaboration. 

Indicative evidence: proof of organising and co-delivering teaching sessions on 
eTwinning with teacher educator from their own ITE institution (e.g. announcement 
on the ITE/faculty website, copy of the official course syllabus and/or any other 
proof that shows that the teaching session was co-delivered).

NOTE: Evidence from TwinSpace projects is not relevant for this criterion

Curriculum integration – criterion 3 
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Criterion 3

Differences are based on the 
type of the collaborator
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Project implementation

This area includes the involvement of teacher educators and student teachers in the 
eTwinning project process. 
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Project implementation – criterion 1 

Criterion 1: Training teacher educators and student teachers on eTwinning 
project-related processes: the extent and comprehensiveness of training session(s) 
organised within ITE institutions, aimed at developing participants’ understanding 
and practical skills related to eTwinning project implementation. 

Indicative evidence: Proof of organising and delivering training sessions on 
platform navigation, partner finding, project planning, project assessment and/or 
project documentation. The submitted proof should explicitly and clearly show what 
the content of the training session(s) was.
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Criterion 1

Differences are based on the 
type and content of training
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Project implementation – criterion 2 

Criterion 2: Involvement in eTwinning projects : the institutions can participate in 
different kinds of national and international projects. This criterion evaluates the 
type and number of projects of the ITE institution, as well as the documentation of 
project activities.

Indicative evidence: links to TwinSpaces of national or international eTwinning 
projects involving teacher educators and student teachers – please ensure that 
there is enough public information.
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Criterion 2

Differences are 
based on the type 

(national vs 
international) and 

number of 
eTwinning 
projects.
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Project implementation – criterion 3 

Criterion 3: Students’ involvement in eTwinning projects with pupils: during 
placement, student teachers are encouraged to participate in eTwinning projects 
carried out in schools that are already engaged with eTwinning; namely to do 
project work with their tutors in their classes, involving pupils, with other eTwinning 
teachers or other students in placement. 

Indicative evidence: links to TwinSpaces of international eTwinning projects 
involving student teachers on placement and school pupils – please ensure that 
there is enough public information.
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Criterion 3

Differences are 
based on the 

number of 
eTwinning projects 

carried out by 
student teachers in 

placement.
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Research outputs

Any research activity that explicitly focuses on eTwinning and explores the use and/or 
impact of eTwinning on its main target audience, such as teachers, pupils, teacher 
educators and student teachers. 

All information should be written following the APA style and provide the 
public links.
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Research output – criterion 1

Criterion 1: Academic research outputs on eTwinning: academic research outputs 
on eTwinning are research-based Bachelor thesis/final research paper, Postgraduate 
Thesis, Master's thesis, and PhD dissertations. 

Indicative evidence: links or documents related to the outputs.
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Criterion 1

Academic research outputs on eTwinning are 
research-based Bachelor thesis/final research 

paper, Postgraduate Thesis, master's thesis, and 
PhD dissertations.

Differences are based on 
the number of the outputs.
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Research output – criterion 2

Criterion 2: Academic research publications and/or announcements on eTwinning 
might include: conference presentations/announcements in national and/or 
international conferences, peer-reviewed chapters in online/printed academic books 
and edited volumes, peer-reviewed journals manuscripts in online/printed 
academic journals. 

Indicative evidence: links or documents related to the outputs.
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Criterion 2

Differences are based on 
the number of the outputs.

Academic research publications and/or 
announcements on eTwinning might include: 
• conference presentations/announcements in 
national and/or international conferences, 
• peer-reviewed chapters in online/printed 
academic books and edited volumes
• peer-reviewed journals manuscripts in 
online/printed academic journals.
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Research output – criterion 3 

Criterion 3: Cross-institutional research outputs on eTwinning include any 
published research-based collaborative output (either academic research outputs or 
academic publications/announcements on eTwinning) that has been a direct result 
of the collaboration with other national and/or international ITE partners.

Indicative evidence: links or documents related to the outputs.
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Evaluating criterion 3

Differences are based on 
the number of the outputs.

Cross-institutional research outputs on eTwinning 
include any published research-based collaborative 

output (either academic research outputs or 
academic publications/announcements on 

eTwinning) that has been a direct result of the 
collaboration with other national and/or 

international ITE partners.
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Timeline

1 April: 
applications 

open 

1 June: 
applications 

close

2 June: 
national 

evaluation starts

31 July: 
national 

evaluation is 
completed

August–
September: 

European 
selection

November:  
ITE conference



eTwinning is an initiative of the European Union and funded 
by Erasmus+, the EU’s programme to support education, 
training, youth and sport in Europe. This presentation has 
been prepared for the European Commission by European 
Schoolnet under a contract with the Union, however it 
reflects the views only of the authors, and the Commission 
cannot be held responsible for any use which may be made 
of the information contained therein.

Thank you!
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